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A rockhound's must-have resource!Easy to use and lavishly illustrated, this new and completely
revised and expanded edition of Collecting Rocks, Gems, and Minerals is designed with
beginners in mind, yet filled with valuable technical information for seasoned collectors. This
guide takes you from being simply someone who enjoys rocks to a knowledgeable enthusiast in
no time and features: • An easy-to-use, quick reference format arranged by category and color
of stone • 800+ beautiful color photographs • Values and tips for locating, buying and
collecting • Both lapidary and mineral display materials • Decades of rock-collecting know-
how of the authorForeword by Johann Zenz, world-renowned agate expert, author and lecturer.

About the AuthorAuthor Patti Polk is recognized as one of the top agate collectors in the world
(as noted in the highly respected reference book Agates III by Johann Zenz). She has been
collecting, cutting and polishing rocks for jewelry and display for more than 20 years. She has
been published in Rock & Gem magazine and numerous other periodicals, and speaks at rock
and mineral club programs and frequently serves as a trail guide for visitors to Arizona. Patti is a
skilled lapidary artist, which includes the cutting and polishing of the stones into display
specimens or cabochons for jewelry making.

http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/18oYWaTP/e/GERQ/KqPw/qyvWg/Collecting-Rocks-Gems-and-Minerals-Identification-Values-and-Lapidary-Uses




sunny, “New condition nice pictures and great descriptions. Would recommend to any hounds
out there”

Tim Brown, “My Go To Book. I am a beginning rock and mineral collector and I found this book to
be my "Go To" when looking up the newest addition to my collection. Straight fact, good photos,
and none of the rock mystery powers or abilities stuff.  Excellent buy for all that it covers.”

Edith Griffin, “That it was the right item and came on time. Great book”

Amber, “Book is great. Durability lacking.. The durability of the book could be better. The
bounding could be better which would drastically improve things! Other than that the book is
very informative and packed full of great information!”

Ebook LibraryUser, “Excellent book for new collectors!. This book is geared toward collectors. I
have other books that are geared towards geologists-bunson burner and HCL required! But this
book is great because it focuses on hobby collecting. It shares trade names, costs (a little older,
but it gives you a sense of relative pricing which is so helpful!!), lapidary uses, among other
things. There are tons of pictures of polished minerals/rocks which are helpful as well as notes
about treatments that are sometimes done to minerals to enhance color-so useful for the novice
collector. I find myself going back to reread portions of the book as I expand my collection. I
highly recommend this!!”

Tina, “A great gift for a Rockhound. I purchased this book for a friend who is really into
rockhounding. While she was flipping through the pages, she told me she really appreciated the
estimated price-per-pound for the various rocks and gems listed. The photographs and
descriptions where the reason I selected this book, and I am happy to say I may get another
copy for myself if she can get me hooked on one of her favorite hobbies.”

Mongooseman, “Great guide with an unnecessary flaw. This book is almost one of the best
mineral guides. Beautiful photos, much information well presented, a vast assortment of mineral
species. Unique among guidebooks I have is a listing of the typical price for the specimen. But
for some reason, in the later part of the book this price is printed in white type on a light silver-
gray background, instead of the red-violet background of the rest of the book, making it almost
impossible to read and costing it a star.”

The_Whizz, “Clear, concise and useful. Have been a hobbyist since childhood, on and off.
Recently renewed my interest in lapidary. This is the clearest and most succinct, useful book on
the subject.”



Michael, “Very good book!. Excellent ! ”

dennis, “5 star book, 1 star packaging by amazon. To a beginner rockhound, 'collecting rocks,
gems and minerals' is worth it for the pictures alone. The descriptions include commercial uses
and lapidary uses for the stones, areas they're commonly found, and values. There are sections
on locating and collecting, uses and care of rocks, and buying and selling. It would make a
decent field guide but a lot of pictures are of finished stones(that as a beginner would be hard to
imagine in the field). Inspiring photos, and lots of info for all types of rock hobbyists. Five star
book for sure. Unfortuneately amazon's bubble mailer failed miserably. I was going to drop it to 4
stars because of it, but the book deserves 5.”

Em, “Si vous aimez les minéraux et désirez les identifier. Un autre livre rempli de
renseignements utile pour les amoureux de minéraux.  Bon achat.”

The book by Patti Polk has a rating of  5 out of 4.7. 1,502 people have provided feedback.



Language: English
Paperback: 352 pages
Item Weight: 1.5 pounds
Dimensions: 6 x 1 x 8.8 inches

http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/18oYWaTP/d

